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In policy you rarely get stronger study designs than

random assignment + multi-year longitudinal follow-up.

Yikes.

doi.apa.org/doiLanding?doi...
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This study corroborates widely discussed 2018 findings that used random
assignment in Tennessee's pre-K program.

sciencedirect.com/science/articl...
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Here's a good write-up of the findings:

hechingerreport.org
A state-funded pre-K program led to ‘significantly negative effects’ for...
In some pre-K programs, ‘something is not better than nothing,” study

shows
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This isn't the first study to find lasting negative cognitive and noncognitive
impacts from pre-k and similar programs.

The Quebec case study is perhaps the most famous. It found very similar
harms that also persisted into school ages.

aeaweb.org/articles?id=10...
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