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Apophatic Thought in Religion and Culture 

This course traces apophatic discourse from Plato and Neoplatonism through medieval mysticism, including the Kabbalah and Sufism, to baroque expressions in Silesius Angelus and John of the Cross.  It pursues the thought and culture of the Unsayable from Romantic and post-Romantic authors such as Schelling, Kierkegaard, Hölderlin, and Emily Dickinson to modern and postmodern thinkers and writers like Wittgenstein, Heidegger, Bataille, Derrida, Celan, Blanchot.  It traces parallels to Eastern traditions of Chinese Taoism, Advaita Vedanta, the Buddhism of Nagarjuna, and Zen in the Kyoto school.

Books  
BASIC TEXTBOOKS
Franke, William. On What Cannot Be Said: Apophatic Discourses in Philosophy, Religion, Literature, and the Arts. Volume 1. Classic Formulations                                 ISBN 10: 0-268-02882-6

Franke, William. On What Cannot Be Said: Apophatic Discourses in Philosophy, Religion, Literature, and the Arts. Volume 2: Modern and Contemporary Transformations 

ISBN  10-268-02883-4

SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS

Chris Boesel and Catherine Keller, Apophatic Bodies: Negative Theology, Incarnation, and Relationality (New York: Fordham University Press, 2009)

ISBN  9780823230822

J. Aaron Simmons and Bruce Ellis Benson, The New Phenomenology: A Philosophical Introduction (London: Bloomsbuy, 2013)  ISBN 978-1-4411-8283-8
Franke, William.  A Philosophy of the Unsayable (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2014)  ISBN: 978-0-268-02894-7
Available for free download on Project Muse: https://muse.jhu.edu/books/9780268079772
SCHEDULED READINGS
9/25  Introduction

1/19  Neoplatonic Apophasis

Plato

Plotinus

Porphyry

Proclus 

Damascius
1/26  Middle Platonic and Gnostic Apophasis  
Philo

Corpus Hermeticum

Tripartite Treatise

Clement of Alexandria

Nyssa

2/2  Christian Neoplatonic Apophasis   + Kristeva, Histories of Love
Bible
Augustine

Dionysius
Eriugena
2/9  Medieval Jewish, Arab, and Scholastic Apophasis  + Kristeva, Histories of Love     
Ibn Arabi

Maimonides
Kabbalah

Rumi

Albert the Great  

Aquinas  
2/16  Medieval Christian Mysticism   


Porete

Eckhart  [(cf. Nishitani, c. 2, sec. IV, pp. 61-68)]
Dante

Palamas

Cloud of Unknowing
2/23  Renaissance Mystics       

Cusanus + De Certeau, La fable mystique  + « The Gaze of Nicolas Cusanus »
Teresa of Avila

John of the Cross

Silesius

Böhme

3/1  Thought of Difference    + 
Bataille

Blanchot

Levinas                     



Derrida 

3/8  SPRING BREAK

3/15  Post-Secular Apophasis    
Schelling

Kierkegaard        




Rosenzweig

Benjamin

3/22  Modern Poetic Apophasis 
Hölderlin   




Celan                + Franke, A Philosophy of the Unsayable, c. 3
Jabès

+  Dickinson            
3/29  New Apophatic Philosophies  

Adorno






Wittgenstein

Heidegger

Weil  
4/ 5  Modern Apophatic Writers             

Hoffmanstahl

Rilke 

Kafka

Beckett




Philip          [+ Nagarjuna’s Mulamadhyamakakarika]
4/12   Apophasis and the Arts 
Malevich

Schönberg

Adorno

Cage

Jankélévitch  
 
4/19  LAST CLASS  + FINAL PAPERS DUE
Phenomenology and Theological Turn:  
Marion 
+ Simmons and Benson, The New Phenomenology
      

Course Requirements and Evaluation

Each registered participant is required to turn in a research paper (15-20 pages) and to give an oral presentation in class (10-15 minutes) on a topic of their choosing.  The paper and presentation may be on the same or on different topics.  Active participation in discussions, helping to advance dialogue, can also serve the instructor in evaluating performance in the course.  The final assessment is based, in any case, primarily on the research project.  
SUPPLEMENTARY TOPICS
Postmodern Apophasis (Secular Theology):  Vahanian, Winquist, Taylor, Crocket
Post-Secular Philosophy and Theology (Radical Orthodoxy):  John Milbank, Graham Ward, Catherine Pickstock
French Phenomenological Theology (la nouvelle théologie): Marion, 

+ Lacoste, Chretien, Henry (Janicaud) + Vattimo
Popular Culture and Apophasis:  David Dark, John McClure, et al.

Eastern Apophasis
Garfield, Jay. The Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way: Nagarjuna's Mulamadhyamakakarika 
ISBN 0-19-509336-4

Deutsch, Eliot. The Essential Vedanta: A New Source Book of Advaita Vedanta

ISBN  0941532526

Nishitani, Keiji. Religion and Nothingness

ISBN: 9780520049468

Jullien, François. In Praise of Blandness: Proceeding from Chinese Painting and Aesthetics (New York: Zone Books, 2004)
ISBN-10: 189095141
Jullien, François. Detour and Access: Strategies of Meaning in China and Greece, trans. Sophie Hawkes (New York: Zone, 2000) ISBN 1-890951-10-2
Dogen, The Heart of Dogen’s Shobogenzo, trans. Norman Waddel and Masao Abe (Albany: SUNY, 2002)  ISBN 0-7914-5242-8 (pbk)

The Platform Sutra: The Zen Teaching of Hui-Neng, trans. Red Pine (Emeryville, CA: Avalon Publishing, 2002) ISBN 10 1-59376-086-8
Patrick S. Bresnan, Awakening: An Introduction to the History of Eastern Thought, 3rd ed. (Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2007)

James W. Heisig, Philosophers of Nothingness: An Essay on the Kyoto School (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2001)  
ISBN 0-8248-2481-4

